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”There is no logical or intuitive explanation of these postulates. They were
formulated in an attempt to explain experimental results, and completely

contradict our every day intuition.”

- Sergey Frolov
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Quantum Mechanics I 1 Mathematics of Quantum Mechanics

1 Mathematics of Quantum Mechanics

1.1 Matrices

• An n×m matrix A is a rectangular array of elements, where each element is written as Aij , where
i = 1, 2, ..., n and j = 1, 2, ...,m.

The set of all n×m real matrices is denoted Mat(n,m,R), where as the set of all n×m complex
matrices is denoted Mat(n,m,C) or simply Mat(n,m).

The set of all square matrices is denoted by Mat(n,R), Mat(n,C) or simply Mat(n)

Unless specified matrices are assumed to be complex.

• Any matrix can be written as a linear combination of elementary matrices Eij which have a one at
the intersection of the ith row and jth column and zeros everywhere else.

(Eia)jb = δijδab =⇒ A =
n∑

i=1

m∑
j=1

AijEij (1.1)

The matrices Eij form the standard basis of the space of n×m matrices.

• Matrices sum component wise so:

(A+B)ij = Aij +Bij (1.2)

• As well the product of a matrix with a scalar is just:

(cA)ij = cAij (1.3)

• These properties are and make Mat(n,m,C) a vector space.

The product of an n× p matrix and an p×m matrix is the n×m matrix AB. The components of
which are determined by the following:

(AB)ij =

p∑
a=1

AiaBaj (1.4)

• Clearly if for an n×m matrix A and an p×k if m ̸= p then AB does not exist. The matrix product
can be easily shown to be associative, i.e. A(BC) = (AB)C.

• The matrix product and the existence of the identity matrix makes the space of square
matrices Mat(n,C) a unital associative algebra over C
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1.2 Algebras

• Let A be a vector space over F where F is either C or R, and let A be equipped with a multiplication
(or binary) operation, A×A 7→ A denoted by ∗ so that ∀S, T ∈ A, S ∗ T ∈ A .

Then, A is an algebra over F if ∀S, T, U ∈ A and ∀a, b ∈ F (“scalars”), satisfy:

(S + T ) ∗ U = S ∗ U + T ∗ U
U ∗ (S + T ) = U ∗ S + U ∗ T

(aS) ∗ (bT ) = (ab)(S ∗ T )
(1.5)

These three properties mean that the operation is bi linear

• Thus, given a basis Ei, i = 1, ..., dim(A) of A the product ∗ is completely determined by the structure
constants fkij ∈ F , defined by:

Ei ∗ Ej =
dimA∑
k=1

fkijEk (1.6)

• The dimension of an algebra is its dimension as a vector space.

• An algebra A is called:

Commutative if: S ∗ T = T ∗ S ∀ S, T ∈ A
Unital if: ∃ I ∈ A st I ∗ S = S ∗ I = S ∀ S ∈ A

Associative if: (S ∗ T ) ∗ U = S ∗ (T ∗ U)

(1.7)

1.3 Dirac notation

• The Dirac vector is written:

|α⟩ ↔



a1
a2
.
.
.
an

 , ⟨α| ≡ |α⟩† ↔ (a∗1, a
∗
2, ..., a

∗
n) (1.8)
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• The dot product is then written as:

⟨α|β⟩ ≡ ⟨α| · |β⟩ = (a∗1, a
∗
2, ..., a

∗
n)



b1
b2
.
.
.
bn

 =
m∑
i=1

a∗i bi (1.9)

• The length of the vector |α| is defined as:

|α| ≡
√

⟨α|α⟩ (1.10)

• We denote c |α⟩ ≡ |cα⟩. It then follows that, ⟨cα| = |cα⟩† = c∗ ⟨α|. Generally:

⟨α|cβ⟩ = c ⟨α|β⟩ = ⟨c∗α|β⟩ , ⟨cα|β⟩ = c∗ ⟨α|β⟩ = ⟨α|c∗β⟩ (1.11)

The dot product is linear wrt the second factor and anti-linear wrt to the first factor.

• The product of bras and kets with a matrix is defined by the following:

A |α⟩ ≡ |Aα⟩ (1.12)

This also determines how to take the product of a matrix with a bra by the following argument:

⟨Aα| = (|Aα⟩)† = ⟨α|A† (1.13)

• It should be noted that the † here refers to the hermitian conjugate which is defined for a each
element of a given matrix A as:

A†
ij = A∗

ji (1.14)

i.e. you take the transpose of the matrix and then the complex conjugate of each element or visa
versa.

• The above definitions allow us to find the following use full relations:

⟨α|A |β⟩ = ⟨α| |Aβ⟩ = ⟨A†α| |β⟩
(⟨α|A |β⟩)∗ = ⟨β|A† |α⟩

(1.15)

Where the last relation comes from the fact that since (⟨α|A |β⟩) is a scalar you can replace the ∗

with †.
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• If A is a hermitian matrix (i.e. A† = A) then the above relation tells us that (⟨α|A |α⟩)∗ =
⟨α|A† |α⟩ = ⟨α|A |α⟩ and thus is a real number.

• If A = U is a unitary matrix (i.e. U †U = UU † = I), then any dot product ⟨α|β⟩ is invariant under
transformation the two vectors by U :

⟨Uα|Uβ⟩ = ⟨α|U †U |β⟩ = ⟨α|β⟩ (1.16)

• In this notation the standard basis vectors Ei and E
†
i are denoted ⟨i| and |i⟩, where i = 1, 2, ..., n.

⟨1| =



1
0
.
.
.
0

 , ⟨2| =



0
1
.
.
.
0

 , ..., ⟨n| =



0
0
.
.
.
1

 (1.17)

• The bras and kets ⟨i| are mutually orthogonal, meaning:

⟨i|j⟩ = δij (1.18)

and form the canonical orthonormal basis over which bras ⟨α| and kets |α⟩ can be decomposed.

⟨α| =
n∑

i=1

αi |i⟩ , ⟨α| =
n∑

i=1

α∗
i |i⟩ (1.19)

Or the components can be expressed as:

αi = ⟨i|α⟩ , α∗
i = ⟨α|i⟩ (1.20)

Any transformation of this basis by unitary matrix will also form an orthogonal basis as ⟨Ui|Uj⟩ =
δij .

• The matrix product of a ket with a bra (|α⟩ ⟨β|) will form an n× n matrix. The following relations
show the full use of the Dirac notation in manipulating these matrices:

(|µ⟩ ⟨ν|) |α⟩ = ⟨µ| ⟨ν| |α⟩ = ⟨µ| ⟨ν|α⟩ (1.21)

If c is a scalar, intuitively:

c |µ⟩ ⟨ν| = |µ⟩ c ⟨ν| = |µ⟩ ⟨ν| c (1.22)

Thus letting c = ⟨α|β⟩, results in:

⟨α|β⟩ |µ⟩ ⟨ν| = |µ⟩ ⟨α|β⟩ ⟨ν| = (|µ⟩ ⟨α|)(|β⟩ ⟨ν|) (1.23)
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• Consider the matrices |i⟩ ⟨j|,

(|i⟩ ⟨j|) |α⟩ = ⟨i| ⟨j|α⟩ = αj |i⟩ , ⟨α| (|i⟩ ⟨j|) = ⟨α|i⟩ |j⟩ = α∗
i ⟨j| (1.24)

This coincides with the definition of the elementary matrices, and thus we conclude:

|i⟩ ⟨j| = Eij (1.25)

This allows us the decompose any matrix as:

A =
n∑

i,j=1

Aij |i⟩ ⟨j| , Aij = ⟨i|A |j⟩ (1.26)

And thus the action on basis kets is:

A |i⟩ =
n∑

i,j=1

Aji |j⟩ (1.27)

1.4 Projection operators

• The identity matrix can be written as:

I =

n∑
i=1

|i⟩ ⟨i| =
n∑

i=1

Pi, Pi ≡ |i⟩ ⟨i| (1.28)

This is known as the completeness relation. The matrix Pi is the projection operator for the ket |i⟩
because its action on any ket |α⟩ produces αi |i⟩, which is the projection of |α⟩ along the direction
|i⟩. These operators satisfy:

PiPj = δijPj (1.29)

The projection operator along the direction of any normalized vector |ν⟩ is given by:

P|ν⟩ = |ν⟩ ⟨ν| =
n∑

i,j=1

ν∗i νj |i⟩ ⟨j| , P †
|ν⟩ = P|ν⟩, P|ν⟩P|ν⟩ = P|ν⟩ (1.30)

In QM measurements are represented by projection operators applied to a state vector.
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1.5 Pauli Matrices

• The Pauli matrices σα (or τα) are:

σ1 ≡
(
0 1
1 0

)
, σ2 ≡

(
0 −i
i 0

)
, σ3 ≡

(
1 0
0 −1

)
(1.31)

In bra-ket notation:

σ1 = |1⟩ ⟨2|+ |2⟩ ⟨1| , σ2 = −i |1⟩ ⟨2|+ i |2⟩ ⟨1| , σ3 = |1⟩ ⟨1| − |2⟩ ⟨2| (1.32)

They form a basis of trace-less 2× 2 matrices, and are hermitian and unitary.

The products of the matrices are:

σ1σ2 = iσ2, σ2σ1 = −iσ3, σ1σ3 = −iσ2

σ3σ1 = iσ2, σ2σ3 = iσ1, σ3σ2 = −iσ3
(1.33)

Thus they satisfy the relations:

σασβ + σβσα = 2δαβI (1.34)

[
σα, σβ

]
= 2i

3∑
γ=1

ϵαβγσγ ⇐⇒
[
σα

2i
,
σβ

2i

]
=

3∑
γ=1

ϵαβγ
σγ

2i
(1.35)

1.6 Unital associative Algebra

• A unital associative algebra A over C is said to be generated by elements I, Z1, Z2, ..., ZN that
satisfy the defining relations:

Fα(Z1, Z2, ..., ZN ) = O, α = 1, 2, ...,M (1.36)

Where here O is the zero vector of A.

(i) The vectors of A are linear combinations of the identity element I and all words made of Zi’s.

I, Zi, ZiZj , ZiZjZk, ..., Zi1 ...Zin , ... (1.37)

(ii) The multiplication is defined in a natural way by gluing words together:

(Zi1 ...Zik)(Zj1 ...Zjk) = Zi1 ...ZikZj1 ...Zjk (1.38)

- 10 -
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(iii) The relations 1.36 are taken into account by identifying vectors T1 and T2 if:

T1 − T2 =
∑
α,β

Vβ
α ∗ Fβ ∗Wβ

α (1.39)

for some elements Vβ
α , Wβ

α of A.

Forgetting about 2 × 2 matrices, the Pauli matrices σα can now be thought of as generators of an
algebra, that form the Clifford algebra Cl3, where 3 denotes the number of generators.

1.7 Representations

• A representation of a Unital associative algebra A is denoted (ρ, V ) is a vector space V along with
a homomorphisim of algebras ρ : A → End(V ), Where End(V ) is a endomorphisim, which is is a
morphism from a mathematical object to itself. Being a homomorphisim ∀ T ∈ A:

ρ(S ∗ T ) = ρ(S)ρ(T ) (1.40)

It can be shown that ρ(A) is a sub algebra of the algebra of operators acting in V and the dimension
of the representation is equal to the dimension of V .

If V = Cn then End(V ) =Mat(n) =⇒ ρ(A) ⊂Mat(n), and the algebra A is represented by n×n
matrices acting in Cn. Thus the Pauli matrices provide a two dimensional; representation of the
generators of the Clifford algebra Cl3.

1.8 Lie Algebra

• A Lie algebra is a vector space G over a field F with a bi linear operation ([·, ·]) : G × G → G which
is called a commutator or a Lie bracket, such that the following axioms are satisfied:

• It is skew symmetric: [J ,J ] = O which implies [J ,K] = − [K,J ] ∀J ,K ∈ G .

• It satisfies the Jacobi identity: [J , [K,L]] + [K, [L,J ]] + [L, [J ,K]] = O.

Clearly a Lie algebra is in general a non-associative algebra with the multiplication ∗ given by the
Lie bracket [·, ·]. Given a basis Ei, i = 1, 2, ..., dim(G) of G its Lie algebra structure is determined
by the commutators of the basis vectors:

[Ei, Ej ] =
dim(G)∑
k=1

ckijEk (1.41)

• When we say a Lie algebra like su(n) is over R, this means that the scalars we multiply by are real.
If instead the Lie algebra was over C, then the scalars could be complex. An algebra over R can
still have complex matrices not just real ones.
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1.9 Representation of a Lie algebra

• A representation of a Lie algebra G denoted by (ρ, V ) is a vector space V together with a homo-
morphisim of Lie algebras ρ : G → End(V ). i.e. a linear map preserving the commutator and:

[Ei, Ej ] =
dim(G)∑
k=1

ckijEk (1.42)

In particular the Lie algebra commutation relations are preserved by ρ:

Ti = ρ(Ei) =⇒ [Ti, Tj ] =

dim(G)∑
k=1

ckijTk (1.43)

Clearly if a Lie algebra is a subspace of the space of n×n matrices then, the Lie bracket is the usual
commutator of matrices.

For example the Lie algebra sl(n,F), where F is either R or C is isomorphic to the lie algebra of
n × n traceless matrices. Then since σα form a basis for 2 × 2 traceless matrices, they provide a
defining representation of the sl(2,C) algebra.

1.10 Isomorphic representations

• A given representation of an algebra is not unique.

• Two representations (ρ1, V1) and (ρ2, V2) of A are equivalent or isomorphic if there is an invertible
linear operator Φ : V1 → V2 which commutes wit the action of A. i.e.:

Φρ1(J ) = ρ2(J )ϕ ⇐⇒ ρ2(J ) = Φρ1(J )Φ−1 (1.44)

1.11 Enveloping algebra

• One might think that the representation theories of unital associative algebras and Lie algebras are
different. There is however no difference.

• A universal enveloping algebra of a Lie algebra G over F with basis elements Ei satisfying the
commutation relations 1.42, is a unital associative algebra U(G) over F, generated by elements
I, Ei, i = 1, 2, ..., Dim(G).

In what follows, when we say representation of G, we also mean U(G), that is we allow ourselves to
consider not only commutators but also products of the operators representing G.

1.12 Spin operators

• The spin operators Ŝα can be represented by the hermitian matrices:

Sα =
ℏ
2
σα (1.45)
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• Since (σα)2 = I, we get:

∑
α

(Sα)2 =
3

4
ℏ2I (1.46)

This makes it a spin-half representation.

• The canonical basis vectors |1⟩ and |2⟩ are eigenvectors of σ3, with eigenvalues ℏ
2 and ℏ

2 .

• In QM these are interpreted as spin up and spin down state vectors, denoted by:

|↑⟩ ≡ |1⟩ . |↓⟩ ≡ |2⟩ or |+⟩ ≡ |1⟩ , |−⟩ ≡ |2⟩ (1.47)

• In this notation:

Sx =
ℏ
2
(|↑⟩ ⟨↓|+ |↓⟩ ⟨↑|), Sy =

ℏ
2
(−i |↑⟩ ⟨↓|+ i |↓⟩ ⟨↑|), Sz =

ℏ
2
(|↑⟩ ⟨↑| − |↓⟩ ⟨↓|) (1.48)

• If a particle is in an eigenstate of Sz, then acting on the state with Sx and Sy, flip the spin.

Sx |↑⟩ = ℏ
2
|↓⟩ , Sx |↓⟩ = ℏ

2
|↑⟩ , Sy |↓⟩ = −iℏ

2
|↑⟩ , Sy |↑⟩ = i

ℏ
2
|↓⟩

Sz |↓⟩ = −ℏ
2
|↓⟩ , Sz |↑⟩ = ℏ

2
|↑⟩

(1.49)

1.13 Arbitrary othonormal basis

• We may wish to generalize to an arbitrary orthonormal basis |ei⟩. These bras and kets must follow
that:

⟨ei|ej⟩ = δij , |ei⟩ = U |i⟩ , U =
∑
i

|ei⟩ ⟨i| , U †U = UU † = I (1.50)

• The completeness relation has the same form as with canonical basis vectors:

n∑
i=1

|ei⟩ ⟨ej | =
n∑

i=1

U |i⟩ ⟨i|U † = UIU † = I (1.51)

• Any α ca be expanded as:

|α⟩ =
n∑

i=1

|ei⟩ ⟨ei|α⟩ (1.52)

- 13 -



Quantum Mechanics I 1 Mathematics of Quantum Mechanics

• And any matrix A expanded as:

A = IAI =
n∑

i,j=1

|ei⟩ ⟨ei|A |ej⟩ ⟨ej | =
n∑

i,j=1

⟨ei|A |ej⟩ |ei⟩ ⟨ej | (1.53)

Thus ⟨ei|A |ej⟩ are the elements of the matrix A with respect to the basis |ei⟩.

• These last two definitions allow us to define an abstract vector space with an inner product and
consider linear operators or transformations acting in the space. Components and matrix elements
appear after one has chosen a particular basis in the space.

1.14 Active and Passive transformations

• A change of basis is called a passive transformation because it does not change vectors and matrices.
Where as an active transformation changes vectors and matrices but keeps the basis untouched.

• For a passive transform:

|α⟩ → |α̃⟩ =
n∑

i=1

|i⟩ ⟨ei|α⟩ = U † |α⟩

A→ Ã =

n∑
i,j=1

|i⟩ ⟨ei|A |ej⟩ ⟨j| = U †AU

(1.54)

Also a under these transformations the following stays invariant:

⟨α|A |β⟩ = ⟨α̃| Ã |α̃⟩ (1.55)

• In QM ⟨α|A |β⟩ encode physical properties of a mechanical system. Physical transformations are
represented by unitary operators, and if the properties of the system do not change under one, then
the matrix elements do not change either. Active and passive transformations provide us with two
equivalent ways of describing the same system.

1.15 Hilbert spaces

• Here we wish to extend the dimension of the ket and bra vector spaces to infinity. This means that:

• Kets and bras become semi-infinite columns and rows, while matrices become unbounded from
below and to the right.

• We refer to these matres as operators acting in the infinite dimensional space. they get denoted
with a hat T̂ .

• There is no problem using the bra and ket formalism. We can still define the addition of vectors
and their multiplication by scalars.

• The dot product however cannot be defined for any vector.

• We consider vectors of finite length, which we call normalisable.
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• These vectors form a vector space because the addition of normalisable vectors and their multipli-
cation by scalars also produce normalisable vectors. this multiplication by scalars is obvious, and
the addition follows from the triangle in equality.

|a+ b| ≤ |a|+ |b| <∞ (1.56)

• This space is an example of a Hilbert space as the set of vectors is closed and has a dot product.
We also have to be careful as to what operators we can use. An operator such as N̂ |i⟩ = i |i⟩,
transforms a finite length vector into an non normalisable one. So the domain of an operator is the
subspace on which the operator is well defined.

1.16 Creation and annihilation operators

• It is common in QM to start numbering basis vectors not from 1 but from 0.

|ψ⟩ =
∞∑
n=0

ψn |n⟩ =
∞∑
n=0

|ψn|2 <∞ (1.57)

• We then consider the two operators â and â† which satisfy:

[â, â†] = Î (1.58)

and act on the basis ket and bra vectors as:

â |0⟩ = 0, â |n⟩ = cn−1 |n− 1⟩ , â† |n⟩ = dn |n+ 1⟩
⟨0| â† = 0, ⟨n| â† = ⟨n− 1| c∗n−1, ⟨n| â = ⟨n+ 1| d∗n

(1.59)

â and â† are called the annihilation and creation operators, respectively. |0⟩ is called the vacuum
state or vacuum because it is destroyed by by â.

• Through various calculations and manipulations one can find a recursion relation for these constants.
What is found is that:

c∗n = dn, |cn|2 = 1 + |cn−1|2, c0 = 1 (1.60)

This implies then that |cn|2 = n+ 1, and thus the most general solution is:

cn =
√
n+ 1eiϕn , dn =

√
n+ 1e−iϕn , ϕn ∈ R (1.61)
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• The simplest solution is obtained by setting all ϕn = 0. Then:

a |n⟩ =
√
n |n− 1⟩ , a† |n⟩ =

√
n+ 1 |n+ 1⟩ (1.62)

Then using a recursion relation to relate each |n+ 1⟩ = 1√
n+1

a† |n⟩, we get:

|n⟩ = 1√
n!
(a†)n |0⟩ (1.63)

So the number n labeling of the basis vector is equal to the number of creation operators applied
to the vacuum.

A Hilbert space created this way is often called a Fock space, and in QM it is often said that this
is a state with n quanta.

This equation also implies that any operator acting on the Hilbert space is a linear combination of
the identity operator and the products of annihilation and creation operators. This equation can
also allow us to derive explicit formulas for these operators in bra-ket notation:

a =
∞∑
n=0

√
n |n− 1⟩ ⟨n| =

∞∑
n=0

√
n+ 1 |n⟩ ⟨n+ 1| , a† =

∞∑
n=0

√
n+ 1 |n+ 1⟩ ⟨n| (1.64)

1.17 Number operator

• This is simply N = a†a, and it it is called such as its eigenvalue is equal to the number of quanta
in an eigenstate.

1.18 Heisenberg algebra

• The Heisenberg algebra H (also called Weyl algebra) is a unital associative algebra over C generated
by elements I,X and P, that satisfy:

[X ,P] ≡ X ∗ P − P ∗ X = iℏI (1.65)

• As an ansatz for X̂ and P̂, which represent the X and P operators, we write:

X̂ = ηxâ+ η∗xâ
†, P̂ = ηpâ+ η∗pâ

† (1.66)

Then solving for the constraint set by 1.66:

ηxη
∗
p − η∗xηp = iℏ (1.67)
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• The standard choice is η∗x = ηx ≡ η, and η∗p = −ηp = iℏ
2η . Then X̂ and P̂ can be expressed:

X̂ = η(â† + â), P̂ =
iℏ
2η

(â† − â) (1.68)

And the inverse transform is:

â =
1

2η
X̂ + i

η

ℏ
P̂, â† =

1

2η
X̂ − i

η

ℏ
P̂ (1.69)

1.19 Subrepresentation

• A subrepresentation of a representation V of an algebra A is a subspace W ⊂ V, which is invariant
under all the operators ρ(T ) : V → V, T ∈ A, That is:

ρ(T )W ⊂ W, ∀T (1.70)

Trivially O and V are always subrepresentation.

1.20 Irreducible representation

• A representation V ≠ O of A is irreducible if there are no non-trivial subrepresentations.

1.21 Schur’s Lemma

• Any two irreducible representations of A of the same dimension are equivalent.

1.22 Properties of Hermitian matrices

• The eigenvalues of a hermitian matrix are real. as if α is an eigenvector with an eigenvalue λ, then
λ∗ = ⟨α|A† |α⟩ = λ.

• The eigenvectors of a hermitian matrix belonging to distinct eigenvalues are orthogonal. This
is easily seen for two eigenvectors |α⟩ and |β⟩ with distinct eigenvalues λ and µ respectively, as
⟨α|A |β⟩ − ⟨α|A† |β⟩ = (µ− λ) ⟨α|β⟩ = 0, =⇒ ⟨α|β⟩ = 0.

• The eigenvalues of hermitian matrix span the space and therefore there is an orthonormal basis |ei⟩
of eigenvectors of A.

• Any hermitian matrix admits the spectral composition:

A =

n∑
i=1

λi |ei⟩ ⟨ei| =
n∑

i=1

λiP|ei⟩ (1.71)

This follows from the existence of an orthonormal basis of eigenvectors.
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• Any matrix which his a function of a hermitian matrix can be decomposed as:

f(A) =
n∑

i=1

f(λi) |ei⟩ ⟨ei| (1.72)

• Since any unitary matrix is an exponential of a hermitian matrix, U = eiA, it has the decomposition:

U =
n∑

j=1

eiλj |ej⟩ ⟨ej | (1.73)

There are however, infinitely many hermitian matrices A with the same U , due to the periodicity
of the exponential function.

1.23 Tensor product

• Given two matrices A ∈Mat(k, l) and B ∈Mat(n,m), their tensor product A⊗B ∈Mat(kn, lm)
is the following kn× lm matrix:

A⊗B =


a11B · · · a1lB
· · ·
· · ·
· · ·

ak1B · · · aklB

 (1.74)

The matrix elements of A⊗B have 4 indices

All kn × lm matrices of the form A ⊗ B span Mat(kn, lm) and we can write Mat(kn, lm) =
Mat(k, l)⊗Mat(n,m).

• The tensor product of two column vectors is a column (though now longer). And the tensor product
of two row vectors is a row.

• The tensor product of a column vector α and and a row vector β† is a matrix equal to the usual
matrix product. Also α⊗ β† = β† ⊗ α . In bra ket notation we would write this as:

|α⟩ ⟨β| = |α⟩ ⊗ ⟨β| = ⟨β| ⊗ |α⟩ (1.75)

• The tensor product is in general not commutative, but A⊗B and A⊗B are of the same size. There
is always a kn× kn matrix P and a lm× lm matrix Q st:

B ⊗A = P (A⊗B)Q (1.76)

If A and B are square matrices then Q = P T = P † = P−1 and A⊗B and B ⊗A are similar.
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• The tensor product is associative and :

(A1 ⊗A2 ⊗ ...⊗AL)
T = AT

1 ⊗AT
2 ⊗ ...⊗AT

L

(A1 ⊗A2 ⊗ ...⊗AL)
† = A†

1 ⊗A†
2 ⊗ ...⊗A†

L

(1.77)

• If Ai and Bi are matrices such that the matrix product AiBi exists for all i, then:

(A1 ⊗A2 ⊗ ...⊗AL) · (B1 ⊗B2 ⊗ ...⊗BL) = A1B1 ⊗A2B2 ⊗ ...⊗ALBL (1.78)

• If A is an m×m matrix and B is an n× n matrix then:

tra(A⊗B) = tra(A)tra(B). det(A⊗B) = (det(A))n((det(B))m (1.79)

1.24 Hilbert space of square integrable functions

• In QM we identify a vector in our infinite dimensional Hilbert space H with a square integrable
function that is with a complex valued function α(x) on an interval [a, b] st:

∫ b

a
|α(x)|2dx <∞ (1.80)

This can be done by relabeling the basis |i⟩ as:

|ei⟩ ≡ |2k⟩ , |e1−k⟩ ≡ |2k − 1⟩ , k ∈ N (1.81)

These basis vectors are then labeled by an arbitrary integer n ∈ Z.

Let the components cn of |α⟩ =
∑∞

n=−∞ cn |en⟩ be the Fourier coefficients of a function α(x) defined
on an interval [a, b]. Here we also require that

∑∞
n=−∞ |cn|2 <∞.

α(x) =
1√
L

∞∑
n=−∞

cne
2πinx

L , L ≡ b− a (1.82)

• If |β⟩ =
∑

n dn |en⟩, is represented by the function β(x), then the inner product is defined as:

⟨α|β⟩ =
∫ b

a
α∗(x)β(x)dx (1.83)

The Hilbert space of square integrable functions defined on an interval [a, b] is denoted by L2[a, b].
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1.25 δ-Normalisation

• If we introduce the kets:

|x⟩ ≡
∞∑

n=−∞
e−

2πinx
L |en⟩ (1.84)

Then we get the following definition of the vector |α⟩:

|α⟩ =
∫ b

a
α(x) |x⟩ dx (1.85)

We can think about |α⟩ as a basis kets labeled by a continuous label x.

These basis kets are not however, normalised as it can be shown:

⟨x|x′⟩ = δL(x− x′) (1.86)

Here δL is the periodic delta function with period L. These functions are what we call δ-function
normalised.

The completeness relation then becomes:

∫ b

a
|x⟩ ⟨x| dx = I (1.87)

And one can also write α(x) = ⟨x|α⟩.

1.26 Uncountable Hilbert space

• This representation of vectors in the Hilbert space H together with the δ-normalisation condition,
makes no reference to the countable basis and thus can be used as another definition of a separable
Hilbert space.

One can also see that the interval [a, b] does not have to be finite. We can also reintroduce a
countable basis, by using a complete set of orthonormal functions such that any other function in
the Hilbert space can be expressed as a linear combination of the functions from the set:

α(x) =

∞∑
n=1

cnan(x),

∫
a∗n(x)am(x)dx = δnm (1.88)

The basis is then given by:

|en⟩ =
∫
an(x) |x⟩ dx (1.89)

• In QM if the continuous label x is the coordinate of a particle then α(x) is called the wave function
of the particle in the coordinate representation and is usually denoted ψ(x).
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1.27 Operators on δ-Normalised functions

• Operators act on these continuous ket vectors as follows:

T̂ |y⟩ =
∫
Txy |x⟩ (1.90)

Here Txy ≡ T (x, y) = ⟨x| T̂ |y⟩, and should be thought as more of a distribution then a function.

We can use this definition to define how a vector can be transformed:

|α̃⟩ = T̂ |α⟩ =⇒ α̃(x) =

∫
T (x, y)α(y)dy (1.91)

1.28 Coordinate operator

• Consider the Hilbert space L2(R), and define the coordinate operator as:

X̂ |α⟩ ≡
∫
xα(x) |x⟩ dx (1.92)

So X(x, y) can be expressed as X(x, y) = xδ(x − y). It can also be shown that X̂ is hermitian:
X̂dagger = X̂

1.29 Derivative operator

• The derivative operator D̂ as:

D̂ |α⟩ ≡
∫
dα(x)

dx
|x⟩ dx (1.93)

This means D(x, y) = d
dxδ(x − y) and also D̂ is anti-hermitian D̂† = −D̂. This is however is only

true if we restrict ourselves to functions that vanish at the ends of the interval [a, b], otherwise it can
not be made anti-hermitian, with out making it so that the coordinate operator cannot be defined
in the space.

• It can also be shown that D̂X̂ |α⟩ = X̂D̂ |α⟩+ |α⟩, this means that the commutator: [X̂, D̂] = −Î.
And if we define the similar operator P̂ = −iℏD̂ then:

[X̂, P̂ ] = iℏÎ (1.94)

This can be recognised as a representation of the Heisenberg algebra.
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1.30 Eigenvalues of the Heisenberg algebra

• We denote an eigenvalue of X̂ by x, and the corresponding eigenvalue by |αx⟩, so that X̂ |αx⟩ =
x |αx⟩. Plugging this into our definition of a vector |α⟩,up to a constant factor we get:

αx(y) = δ(x− y) =⇒ |αx⟩ =
∫
δ(x− y) |y⟩ dy = |x⟩ (1.95)

Since x can be any real value the spectrum of X̂ is continuous.

• We denote an eigenvalue of P̂ = −iℏD̂ by p and the corresponding eigenvector |αp⟩, plugging in we
find:

−iℏdαp(x)

dx
= pαp(x) (1.96)

The general solution to this is:

αp(x) = Ce
ipx
ℏ (1.97)

There are no normalisable solutions, but we can choose p real and C = 1√
2πℏ

, so that when we

integrate we get the delta function:

|αp⟩ =
∫

1√
2πℏ

e
ℏ

ipx
ℏ |x⟩ = |p⟩ (1.98)

It can then be shown that ⟨p|p′⟩ = δ(p− p′), as needed. As well these |p⟩ satisfy the completeness
relation: ∫

|p⟩ ⟨p| dk = Î (1.99)

• This all means that any vector can be expanded over the eigenkets of P̂ = −iℏD̂ and α(x) and α(p)
are related to each other by Fourier transforms and we can say the Fourier transform is the unitary
transformation that relates the X̂ and p̂ bases.

• A Hermitian operator in a an infinite dimensional Hilbert space may have no normalisable eigen-
vectors, and thus δ-function normalised vectors along with a continuous spectrum. Or there could
be a mix of both normalisable ad δ-function normalised vectors. In the latter case the spectrum is
the union of the discrete and continuous spectrum and the eigenvalues take values in an interval.

The spectral decomposition of Ĥ involves summation of the discrete spectrum and integration over
the continuous.

1.31 Conjugate Operators

• If we act with X̂ on a ket vector |α⟩ that is expanded over the K̂ basis, then it can be shown that
X̂ becomes the derivative operator multiplied by a factor of i.

Operators with such reciprocity are said to be conjugate to each other.
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1.32 Tensor products of Hilbert spaces

• Let H1 and H2 be Hilbert spaces with orthonormal bases |ei⟩ and |ϵa⟩, respectively. The tensor
product of H1 and H2 is the Hilbert space denoted H1⊗H2 with orthonormal basis |eiϵa⟩, meaning:

⟨eiϵa|ejϵb⟩ = δijδab (1.100)

H1 ⊗H2 and H2 ⊗H1 are isomorphic as we can just switch ei and ϵa.

• The tensor product of two vectors |α⟩ ∈ H1, |β⟩ ∈ H2, is:

|α⟩ ⊗ |β⟩ =
∑
i,a

aiba |eiϵa⟩ (1.101)

This vector |α⟩ ⊗ |β⟩ ∈ H∞ ⊗H2 and this product can be considered a bilinear map.

• The tensor product of two operators from the two respective Hilbert spaces acts on the basis |eiϵa⟩
by:

Ŝ ⊗ T̂ |eiϵa⟩ = Ŝ |ei⟩ ⊗ T̂ |ϵa⟩ (1.102)

These definitions can be extended to vector spaces without finite or countable bases, providing we
drop the orthonormal constraint.
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2 Postulates of Quantum Mechanics

2.1 State of a system

• The quantum state of the mechanical system at any given time t0 is represented by a vector |ψ⟩ in
a Hilbert space.

Since the sum of two vectors is a vector, if |ψ⟩ and |ξ⟩ represent possible states of a system so does
their arbitrary linear combination, a |ψ⟩+ b |ξ⟩.

This is called the principle of superposition.

2.2 Coordinates

• The real coordinates zi are represented at any given time t0 by Hermitian operators Ẑi which satisfy
the following commutation relations:

i

ℏ
[P̂α

a , X̂
β
b ] = δabδ

αβ Î , [X̂α
a , X̂

β
b ] = 0, [P̂α

a , P̂
β
b ] = 0,

i

ℏ
[Ŝα

a , Ŝ
β
b ] = −δabϵαβγŜγ

b ,
∑
α

(Ŝα
a )

2 = sa(sa + 1)ℏ2Î ,

[Ŝα
a , X̂

β
b ] = 0, [Ŝα

a , P̂
β
b ] = 0

(2.1)

Here α, β = 1, 2, 3, a, b = 1, 2, ..., N and sa is the spin of the ath particle.

• The Hilbert space H is the tensor product of the all the Hilbert spaces of the individual particles:

H =

N∏
a=1

⊗Ha (2.2)

Thus then the operators of the ath particle only act in the Hilbert space of this particle.

The Hilbert space Ha of the ath particle is itself a product of Hilbert spaces, one of dimension
2sa + 1 denoted Hŝ

a and an infinite dimensional Hilbert space denoted Hx̂p̂
a :

Ha = Hŝ
a ⊗Hx̂p̂

a (2.3)

Then the hermitian spin operators Ŝα
a of a act only on Hŝ

a, and in fact the pair (Ŝα
a /iℏ,Hŝ

a) forms
a irreducible representation of the Lie algebra su(n).

Hx̂p̂
a is the tensor product of three infinite dimensional Hilbert spaces:

Hx̂p̂
a = H1

a ⊗H2
a ⊗H3

a (2.4)

• Each X̂α
a and P̂α

a satisfy the canonical commutation relations of the Heisenberg algebra, also provide
a unitary irreducible representation of the Heisenberg algebra in Hα

a .
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2.3 Observables

• Observables are hermitian operators acting in H. The operator Â(Ẑ) corresponding at any given
time t0 to the classical observable a(z) is given by:

Â(Ẑ) =
1

2
(a(Ẑ) + a(Ẑ)†) (2.5)

These operators are made hermitian otherwise measured values would not always be real.

The eigenvectors of an observable operator are complete i.e. any vector in the Hilbert space of the
system can be expressed as a linear combination of them.

2.4 Measurements

• If the system at any given time t0 is in a state |ψ⟩, measurement of the observable Â at this time
will yield one of the eigenvalues a with a probability:

P (a) =
⟨ψ|α⟩ ⟨α|ψ⟩
⟨ψ|ψ⟩ ⟨α|α⟩ (2.6)

Where |α⟩ is an eigenstate of Â with the eigenvalue a. The state of the system will change from |ψ⟩
to |α⟩ as a result of this measurement. Therefor the measurement is represented by the projection
operator applied to the state |ψ⟩:

Π̂α =
1

⟨α|α⟩
|α⟩ ⟨α| (2.7)

This postulate only applies to observable with discrete and non-degenerate spectrum.

2.5 Dynamics

2.5.1 The Heisenberg picture

• Here the observable Â(Ẑ, t), change with time according to the Heisenberg equation:

dÂ

dt
=
∂Â

∂t
+
i

ℏ
[Ĥ, Â] (2.8)

Where Ĥ(Ẑ, t) = H(Ẑ,t)+H(Ẑ,t)†

2 is the quantum Hamiltonian operator corresponding to the classical
Hamiltonian of the system. This way the state |ψ⟩ remains stationary.
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2.5.2 The Schrodinger Picture

• Here the state vector |ψ⟩ changes in time and obeys the Schrodinger equation:

iℏ
d

dt
|ψ(t)⟩ = Ĥ |ψ(t)⟩ , |ψ(t0)⟩ = |ψ⟩ (2.9)

The operators Ẑi, and therefore any observable which only depends on Ẑi, remain stationary.
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3 More on the postulates

3.1 Operator ordering ambiguity

• If we have a classical observable a(x, p) = x2p2. There four ways of writing the quantum mechanical
equivalent operator as the operators do not commute. The correct ordering can only be determined
by experiment.

3.2 Discrete and Non degenerate spectrum

• Any two vectors differing by a complex factor describe one and the same physical state. Thus we
can say a state is described by a ray of vectors.

|ψ⟩ ∼ c |ψ⟩ , c ∈ C (3.1)

Using this we can then normalize all these vectors so that ⟨ψ|ψ⟩ = 1, from here on out we will
assume such vectors |ψ⟩ are normalised as such. Even with this normalisation we still have the
freedom of multiplying the any |ψ⟩ by an arbitrary complex number eiϕ with modulus 1. The set
of all normalised vectors does not form a vector space so we will need to re normalise a linear
combination of normalised vectors.

• With this normalisation the probability formula 2.6 simplifies to:

Pi = ⟨ψ|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ = | ⟨αi|ψ⟩ |2 (3.2)

And the projection operator just becomes:

Π̂i = |αi⟩ ⟨αi| (3.3)

Another way of thinking about the probability formula Pi is as the length squared of the projection
of of the vector |ψ⟩ along |αi⟩.:

⟨Π̂iψ|Π̂iψ⟩ = ⟨ψ| Π̂2
i |ψ⟩ = ⟨ψ| Π̂i |ψ⟩ = ⟨ψ|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ = Pi (3.4)

As a sanity check we can see that the total probability is:

∑
i

Pi =
∑
i

⟨ψ|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ = ⟨ψ|
∑
i

|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ = ⟨ψ|ψ⟩ = 1 (3.5)

3.3 Indeterminate and determinant states

• If |ψ⟩ is in an eigenstate |αi⟩, every measurement Â is certain to return the same eigenvalue ai. We
say that |αi⟩ is a determinate state for the observable Â.
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• When two determinate states |α1⟩ and |α2⟩ are superimposed to form another state:

|ψ⟩ = c |α1⟩+ d |α2⟩√
|c|2 + |d|2

(3.6)

This is the indeterminate state. Measurement of Â yields either a1 or a2

3.4 Discrete and degenerate spectrum

• Some orthonormal vectors |α1⟩ and |α2⟩ have the same eigenvalue a, these vectors then span the
eigenspace Va of Â with eigenvalue a. The probability of:

P (a) = P1 + P2 = | ⟨α1|ψ⟩ |2 + | ⟨α2|ψ⟩ |2 (3.7)

And the projection operator on to the eigenspace Va is:

Π̂Va = |α1⟩ ⟨αi|+ |αi⟩ ⟨α2| (3.8)

This formula is valid for any degeneracy of the spectrum so we can replace 2.6 with:

P (a) = ⟨ψ| Π̂Va |ψ⟩ (3.9)

3.5 Continuous spectrum

• The spectrum of X̂ and P̂ are continuous. This means there eigenvectors are not normalisable,
they are not in a Hilbert space and do not represent possible physical states. They are however
δ-function normalisable, complete and any vector can be expanded over them. Evidently equation
2.6 must be changed as it diverges for these vectors.

If we consider an arbitrary observable Ŵ with a continuous non-degenerate spectrum w and δ-
function normalised eigenvectors |w⟩. Any arbitrary state |ψ⟩ can be expanded as:

|ψ⟩ =
∫
dw |w⟩ v, ⟨w|w′⟩ = δ(w − w′) (3.10)

We then think about the coefficients ⟨w|ψ⟩ as values of a complex valued function of w. Here w are
points in an auxiliary one dimensional set called the w space. This function is denoted ψ(w) and is
called the wave-function in the w space. The operator Ŵ acts on ψ(w) by:

Ŵψ(w) = wψ(w) (3.11)

There is just one Hilbert space to which the state vector |ψ⟩ belongs to. The wave function is also
called the probability amplitude for finding the system at the position w in the w space. In order
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to have the total probability equal to 1 we must interpret | ⟨w|ψ⟩ |2 = P (w) as a probability density
at w, thus P (w)dw is the probability of obtaining a result between w and w + dw. The requiring
that the total probability is:

∫
dwP (w) =

∫
dw ⟨w|ψ⟩ ⟨ψ|w⟩ = ⟨ψ|

∫
dw |w⟩ ⟨w|ψ⟩ = ⟨ψ| I |ψ⟩ = 1 (3.12)

3.6 System of particles

• Consider a system of N spinless particles. Since all the components of a single particle X̂α
a commute

with each other then there is a simultaneous eigenbasis of these operators:

|x1, y1, z1;x2, y2, z2; ...;xN , yN , zN ⟩ (3.13)

It is called the coordinate basis and can be normalised as:

⟨x1, y1, ..., zN |x′1y′1, ..., z′N ⟩ = δ(x1 − x′1)δ(y1 − y′1)...δ(zN − z′n) (3.14)

The wave function becomes a square integral function of all 3N co-ords:

ψ(x1, y1, ..., zN ) = ⟨x1, y1, ..., zN |ψ⟩ (3.15)

• If the particles have spin then for each particle we would need an additional discrete index, the wave
function becomes a collection of wave functions:

ψk1,k2,...,kN (x1, y1, ..., zN ) (3.16)

Where ka is the spin index of the ath particle and takes 2sa + 1 values. The spin operators acting
on the wave functions change their index’s. The wave functions are normalised as follows:

∫
dx1dy1, ..., dzN

∑
k1,k2,...,kN

ψ∗
k1,k2,...,kN

(x1, y1, ..., zN )ψk1,k2,...,kN (x1, y1, ..., zN ) = 1 (3.17)

3.7 Second measurement

• As discussed before measurement of of a system throws it into one of the eigenstates of the dynamical
variable measuring it with some probability of going into each eigenstate. These probabilities can
be determined by performing many measurements on an ensemble of identically prepared systems
all in |ψ⟩.
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• If the system is degenerate, then the system after measurement is thrown in to the space Va formed
by all the vectors with eigenvalue a. Thus the system is in the state:

|α′⟩ = Π̂Va |ψ⟩√
⟨Π̂Vaψ|Π̂Vaψ⟩

=
Π̂Va |ψ⟩√

PVa

(3.18)

• It should be noted that if an observable has a continuous spectrum then it eigenstates are not
normalisable and after a measurement of the observable a physical state cannot collapse into one of
them. If a measurement shows a particle is at a certain point x, then the wave function collapses to
a spike at x, whose width depends on the precision of the measurement. As time passes though the
spike will spread out ans we could find the particle anywhere in the space with some probability.

3.8 Expectation value

• This is the average over the ensemble denoted ⟨Â⟩. This is defined the same as in statistics.

⟨Â⟩ =
∑
i

P (ai)ai =
∑
i

⟨ψ|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ ai =
∑
i

⟨ψ| Â |αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩

= ⟨ψ| Â |ψ⟩
(3.19)

For the continuous case the sum is replaced by a integral with the integrand becoming P (x)xdx. If
the system is in an eigenstate of Â then ⟨ψ| Â |ψ⟩ = a ⟨ψ|ψ⟩ = a.

3.9 Standard deviation

• This quantity measures the average fluctuation around the mean. In QM it is referred to as the
uncertainty in Â. It is denoted ∆A and is defined as:

∆Â =

√
⟨(Â− ⟨A⟩)2⟩ (3.20)

This can then be manipulated into a more use full form:

(∆Â)2 = ⟨(Â− ⟨A⟩)2⟩ = ⟨(Â2 − 2Â ⟨A⟩+ ⟨Â⟩2)⟩ = ⟨Â2⟩ − ⟨2Â ⟨Â⟩⟩+ ⟨Â⟩2

= ⟨Â2⟩ − ⟨Â⟩2 ≥ 0
(3.21)

Where the ≥ 0 comes from the fact that the original expression was squared.

3.10 Compatible observations

• If we make a measurement of some state |ψ⟩ with Â collapsing the system into an eigenstate |α⟩
of Â. Now if we immediately measure an observable B̂ the system will collapse into an eigenstate
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|β⟩ of B̂. |β⟩ is not in general an eigenstate of Â, If |β⟩ is an eigenstate we denote it |αβ⟩. The
necessary condition for |αβ⟩ is:

(ÂB̂ − B̂Â) |αβ⟩ = 0 (3.22)

• Observables Â and B̂ are called compatible if they commute, [Â, B̂] = 0, and incompatible if
they do not commute. If two Hermitian operators commute then a complete basis of simultaneous
eigenstates can be found. Measurements of compatible observable leave the other untouched, i.e
changing the order in which we measure does not change the result of either.

3.11 The uncertainty relation

• Two incompatible observables may still have some common eigenstates. X̂ and P̂ have no simulta-
neous eigenkets.

• Let Â and B̂ be observables, for any two states it can be shown from Schwartz inequality ⟨α|α⟩ ⟨β|β⟩ ≥
| ⟨α|β⟩ |2, that:

∆Â2∆B̂2 ≥
(
1

2
⟨[Â, B̂]+⟩ − ⟨Â⟩ ⟨B̂⟩

)2

− 1

4
⟨[Â, B̂]⟩2 (3.23)

Where [Â, B̂]+ = ÂB̂+ B̂Â is the anti-commutator. Since we only deal with hermitian operators Â
and B̂ are hermitian, as well as their anti-commutator, meaning their expectation values are real.
Thus the first term in the above equation is a real number squared and is thus positive. Conversely
the commutator of two hermitian operators is anti-hermitian, so the second term is minus the square
of a purely imaginary number and is thus also positive.

• Dropping the first term in the inequality and taking the square root of both sides leaves us with the
uncertainty relation:

∆Â∆B̂ ≥ 1

2
| ⟨[Â, B̂]⟩ | (3.24)

3.12 minimum uncertainty packet

• For the position and momentum operators X̂ and P̂ , the uncertainty relation is the famous Heisen-
berg uncertainty relation:

∆X̂∆P̂ ≥ ℏ
2

(3.25)

• For this relation it can be shown that equality is when the wavefunction takes the form of a Gaussian
wave packet:

ψ(x) =
1√√
π∆

exp

(
i

ℏ
⟨P̂ ⟩ (x− ⟨X̂⟩)− (x− ⟨X̂⟩)2

2∆2

)
(3.26)
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3.13 The Heisenberg picture

• As outlined earlier, this picture replaces observable quantities with operators and the Poisson bracket
in Hamilton’s equations with the commutator. The quantum state of the system and any given time
t0 can be thought as the quantum analog of initial conditions, which do not change in time.

In this picture the state |ψ⟩ is time independent, but the operators Â and the eigenstates of Â and
the corresponding probabilities depend on time.

3.13.1 Time evolution operator

• If we look at observables which have no explicit time dependence, 2.8 reduces to:

dÂ(t)

dt
=
i

ℏ
[Ĥ, Â(t)] (3.27)

In order for the state |ψ⟩ to be time independent, we need the evolution of time to be a passive
transformation. As discussed earlier a passive transformation is a unitary transformation, so in
order to reach this we introduce the time evolution operator, which is defined to satisfy:

iℏ
dÛ(t, t0)

dt
= Û(t, t0)Ĥ(Ẑ(t), t0), Û(t0, t0) = Î (3.28)

• The above equation 3.27 is then solved by:

Â(t) = Û †(t, t0)A0Û(t, t0) (3.29)

Where Â0 ≡ Â(t0). So time passively transforms observables as needed.

• We can also see that if Â0 has an eigenstate, so Â0 |α0⟩ = a |α0⟩, then by rearranging 3.29:

Â(t)Û †(t, t0) |α0⟩ = aÛ †(t, t0) |α0⟩ (3.30)

So |α(t)⟩ ≡ Û †(t, t0) |α0⟩ is an eigenvector of Â(t) with the same unchanged eigenvalue a.

• The Hamiltonian can then be manipulated as follows:

Ĥ(Ẑ(t), t) = Ĥ(Û †Ẑ0Û , t) = Û †Ĥ(Ẑ0, t)Û (3.31)

Where the final step comes from the fact that we can can write Ĥ out as a power series in powers
of Ẑ. This means that 3.28 can be re-written as:

iℏ
dÛ(t, t0)

dt
= Ĥ(Ẑ0, t)Û(t, t0) (3.32)

This form is known as Schrodinger equation for the evolution operator. This can be used to find
the evolution operator as a function of Ĥ(t), since Ẑ0 are just initial conditions.
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• For example if the Hamiltonian has no time dependence, its clear that the evolution operator is of
the form:

Û(t, t0) = e−
i
ℏ (t−t0)Ĥ (3.33)

3.14 The Schrödinger picture

• As discussed previously, in this picture |ψ⟩ depends on time, making time an active transformation.
We can change from the Heisenberg picture to the Schrödinger in a natural manner by looking at
the probability of measuring and eigenvalue a of the eigenvector |α⟩ which in the Heisenberg picture
is |α(t)⟩ = Û †(t, t0) |α0⟩. The probability we know is written as:

P (a, t) = | ⟨α(t)|ψ⟩ |2 = | ⟨Û †(t, t0)α0|ψ⟩ |2 (3.34)

From here we can see that if we choose |ψ(t)⟩ = Û(t, t0) |ψ⟩ with |ψ(t0)⟩ = |ψ⟩. Then the probability
stays the same:

P (a, t) = | ⟨α0Û
†(t, t0)|ψ⟩ |2 = | ⟨α0|Û(t, t0)ψ⟩ |2 = | ⟨α0|ψ(t)⟩ |2 (3.35)

This can be interpreted as the probability to measure one of the eigenvalues of Â0 = Â(t0) at time
t for the system described by the time-dependent state vector |ψ(t)⟩. Notably probabilities and
expectation values of operators are independent of the picture used.

• If we are measuring a time-independent quantity Â that is compatible with Ĥ, then there is a
complete basis of simultaneous eigenvectors:

Â |αi⟩ = ai |αi⟩ , Ĥ |αi⟩ = Ei |αi⟩ (3.36)

Since the operator Â is time independent as discussed before, Û(t) takes the form, Û(t) = e−
i
ℏ tĤ .

This means given an initial state |ψ⟩ =
∑

i |αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩:

|ψ(t)⟩ =e−
i
ℏ tĤ

∑
i

|αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩ =
∑
i

e−
i
ℏ tEi |αi⟩ ⟨αi|ψ⟩

=⇒ ⟨αi|ψ(t)⟩ = e−
i
ℏ tEi ⟨αi|ψ⟩

(3.37)

So the modulus of the coefficients do not change and thus the probability of finding the system in
an eigenstate of Ĥdo not change in time. For this reason an energy eigenstate is often referred to
as a stationary state.

• If we have a state that is the superposition of energy eigenstates, |ψ(t)⟩ =
∑

i cie
− i

ℏ tEi |αi⟩. It is not
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a stationary state. The expectation value of some observable B̂ is:

⟨B̂⟩ = ⟨ψ(t)| B̂ |ψ(t)⟩ =
∑
i

c∗i e
i
ℏ tEi ⟨αi| B̂

∑
j

cje
− i

ℏ tEj |αj⟩ =
∑
i,j

cjc
∗
i e

i
ℏ t(Ei−Ej) ⟨αi| B̂ |αj⟩

(3.38)

So the expectation value consists of an oscillating term with the Bohr frequency, ωij =
Ei−Ej

ℏ .

3.15 Time independent Schrödinger equation

• It is often convenient to analyse the motion of systems in the coordinate representation. Equation
2.9 is the Schrödinger equation. In the coordinate representation this becomes:

iℏ
∂ψ(x, t)

∂t
= Ĥψ(x, t) (3.39)

If we have a Hamiltonian that is time independent then we know ψ(x, t) = e−
i
ℏ tEψ(x). This then

means that the Schrödinger equation reduces to:

Ĥψ(x) = Eψ(x) (3.40)

This is the Time Independent Schrödinger equation.
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